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IntroductionIntroduction
English learners (ELs) face a wide variety of challenges in content area
classroom settings. The past year and a half of pandemic-necessitated online
learning posed an additional set of challenges for students, educators, and
families. In an attempt to support our English learners, ELPA21 partnered
directly with educators nationwide to uncover the most immediate needs
of educators working with ELs. Alongside leading researchers and EL
educators, ELPA21 developed a set of resources in this toolkit to support high-
quality, data-informed instruction and assessment for ELs. 

Among the resources developed, a set of infographics and tip sheets are
included to inform knowledge, skills, and dispositions related to culturally-
sensitive topics. Infographics were developed to produce highly accessible
content for educators while tip sheets provide a deeper dive into the topic
areas. 

The student profile resource sets the stage for collaborative instructional
planning by encouraging and supporting educators in gathering relevant
information for each English learner they serve. Taking it a step further, the
family questionnaire engages families in the educational process and paints a
broader picture of the outside school context to help maximize student
success. From the information gathered in the student profile, we encourage
educators to work together to complete the personalized instructional plan.

The English Learner Performance Measure is a tool to provide educators
with a snapshot of how ELs are performing in each of the four domains of
language—reading, writing, speaking, and listening. This measure can help
inform instruction when added to formal assessment measures. Evaluating
performance for each domain will provide for more intentional scaffolding to
target instructional support for ELs. 
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EL Educator Toolkit
Infographics & Tipsheets 

What's in a Name?

Cultural 
Sensitivty

Naming 
Conventions

International 
Examples

Explore the significance and
diversity of naming customs
from regions around the world.
This graphic emphasizes the
impact that names have on
cultural identity and provides
resources and considerations for
educators.

Educating Yourself

Appropriate
Response

Educational
Reads

Online
Resources

Gain increased awareness of
different naming customs by
exploring the resources on this page.
This tip sheet highlights the potential
long-term effects of
mispronunciation or nicknames.

https://tinyurl.com/elpa21-toolkit-whatsinaname

Page 2 of What's In A Name?
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Language Development Myths

Development 
Timeline

Home
Language

Four Language
Domains

Debunk common misconceptions
related to English language
development. Understanding
these myths allows educators to
more fully support English
learners by avoiding common
misconceptions. 

EL Educator Toolkit
Infographics & Tipsheets 

Tracking Monitoring Planning

Achievement Level Descriptors
(ALDs) and Proficiency Level
Descriptors (PLDs) are
essential tools for assessing an
English learner's language
proficiency. These resources
enable educators to provide a
more personalized approach for
individual learners.

Why use ALDs and PLDs?

https://tinyurl.com/elpa21-toolkit-usingaldsplds

https://tinyurl.com/elpa21-toolkit-lang-dev-myths
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Guiding Questions

 Educating
Ourselves

Alternative
Perspectives

 Core 
Stressors

Drive discussions to support
school-wide practices,
classroom routines, or
community engagement with
these guiding questions. Learn
to engage in solution-based
conversations aligned to core
stressors.

EL Educator Toolkit
Infographics & Tipsheets 

Social-Emotional Needs

Core Stressors
Support

Suggestions
EL-Specific
Challenges 

Explore the social-emotional
needs that correlate to each
core stressor faced by
English learners. A greater
understanding of specific
challenges ELs face leads to
more intentional and targeted
support.

https://tinyurl.com/elpa21-toolkit-core-stressors

https://tinyurl.com/elpa21-toolkit-SEL-guiding
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EL Snapshot

Family QuestionaireFamily Questionaire

Use the student profile to collect critical
background information for English
learners in your classroom. The student's
home language, past formal education
experience, and ELPA21 levels, for
example, create a vital snapshot of your
English learner's background. 

Another critical element to meeting the
needs of English learners is to
understand the home-school connection.
The family questionnaire provides a great
opportunity to engage the family
members/caregivers of English learners
as partners in the educational process.

Utilizing the information collected from the
home and school, collaborate with EL
support staff to develop an instructional
plan that will best match the student's
instructional and social-emotional needs.
Leverage student assets and target needs, 
 and create a plan for personalized support.

https://tinyurl.com/elpa21-toolkit-studentprofile
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English Learner 
Performance Measure 

Passage & Prompt
These performance tasks
provide educators with

immediate feedback on the
current performance of English

learners in each of the four
language domains. This

information provides a snapshot
of where ELs are performing
between ELPA21 summative

assessments and can be used to
help guide instruction.

Scoring RubricPerformance tasks are provided
by grade band for each of the
four language domains. The

Performance Measure provides
directions for use, transcripts for

teachers to read aloud, and
scaffolding questions if

needed. Scoring rubrics are
included for each task. 

The EL Performance Measure tasks are
for instructional purposes only. 

The results do not replace the ELPA21
screener or summative assessment.

https://tinyurl.com/elpa21-toolkit-elpm-tasks
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