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Greetings Louisiana TESOL members! 

In this, the first installment of our newsletter since our 2021 Virtual Conference in October 

‘Listening for Understanding’, I’d like to take the opportunity to introduce myself to those of you 

I haven’t yet met. My name is John DePriest, and I’m the new President of LaTESOL. For those 

of you who attended the conference, you’ll probably recognize me from introducing some of our 

speakers (I’m the one with long hair). I’d like to tell y’all a little bit about my background, and 

what I’m looking forward to in the upcoming year. 

I grew up in North Mississippi, but I moved to New Orleans in 2009 when it was still very much 

recovering from Hurricane Katrina. I studied linguistics at Tulane University with a focus in 

neurolinguistics and music, and when I finished my PhD, xenophobia and hate speech against 

migrants was on the rise. I was looking for jobs where I could help people and stay in Louisiana, 

so I applied for a job in Tulane’s English for Academic and Professional Purposes program, 

where I’m still teaching today. I’ve had the privilege of teaching hundreds of international 

students from Latin America, Africa, Europe, and Asia who have been without a doubt some of 

the most brilliant people I have met in my life. I’ve also been fortunate to teach some of the ESL 

endorsement classes to dozens of teachers throughout the state. I joined the board 

of LaTESOL in 2016, and I’ve previously served as the communications chair, in addition to 

organizing the conference this year. 

This year holds some new and exciting opportunities for LaTESOL. For one thing, it seems like 

we are (fingers crossed!) finally coming through the pandemic! We are hoping and planning on 

having an in-person conference in Baton Rouge next October, so we’ll be excited to see all of 

you in-person then! We’re also excited to welcome several new members to our executive board! 

Please join me in welcoming Mittye Adams, Francisca Adjei, and Alexandra Horner! Y’all will 

hear from them in a future edition of this newsletter. I’m also excited about reenergizing our 

Advocacy program, which our students and their families need now as much as ever. If anyone is 

interested in helping out with this program, please let me know! 

In the meantime, we would also like to keep in touch with everyone, and would love to plan 

either a virtual or in-person get-together sometime in the Spring. If anyone would be interested in 

hosting this event, or would like to suggest topics to cover related to TESOL or celebrating 

multilingual students, please send us an email at louisianatesol [at] gmail.com. We look forward 

to hearing from you! 
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